
Arts and Foreign Language Assistance Grants Program

The Arts and Foreign Language Assistance Grants Program (AFL) was established in 2006 by section  
2-3.65 of the school code (105 ILSC 5/2-3.65). It enables the Illinois Arts Council Agency (IACA) and the 
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) to provide grants to school districts and other eligible applicants 
for the purpose of supporting arts and foreign language education in schools, with an emphasis on 
ensuring that these areas become part of the school’s core curriculum. 

Funding is available for each area for up to four years, with one year of planning and three years 
of implementation. The one-year planning grant is to develop district-based plans for initiating, 
strengthening, or expanding instruction in the arts or foreign language. The three-year implementation 
grant is to introduce, strengthen, or expand instruction in the arts or foreign language and to develop 
means of perpetuating the funded program with local resources after the conclusion of the grant period. 

AFL has provided funds to near a hundred school districts across the state and has resulted in the 
expansion and creation of: 

— world language exploration courses
— pre-professional courses in the graphic arts, commercial art, illustration and advanced placement 
— world drumming courses, multicultural music and art, and cross-curricular materials
— digital photography class
— new courses in Chinese and Arabic and continuing programs in Spanish, French and German
— new faculty positions
— new programs in dance and movement
— theater instruction and productions
— new district wide curricular and assessment standards
— guitar instruction and jazz ensembles

Additionally, schools have used funds to purchase: 
— technological, curricular and resource materials
— professional seminars and conference registrations 
— class supplies, musical instruments and computer software 
— artist-in-residence services

Historically, grants awarded have been up to $40,000 for planning projects and up to $100,000 for  
year one of implementation. AFL programs in Illinois schools have increased student participation, 
encouraged broad cross-curricular faculty interaction, opened doors for new relationships with artists 
and professionals and strengthened ties within the community.

To find the latest information, consult the AFL web pages or contact:

Jerome Grand, Arts and Foreign Language Program Consultant
jerome.grand@illinois.gov, (312) 814–6766

IACA > Grant Opportunities > Arts & Foreign Language: www.arts.illinois.gov/AFL 
ISBE > College and Career Readiness > Arts & Foreign Language: www.isbe.net/arts-fl/

Eligible applicants are public school districts, public university laboratory schools, area vocational centers, and charter schools [school code  
105 ILSC 5/18-8.05(K), 2-3.109a, 2-3.109b, 27A-11.5]. The arts include: visual arts, music, drama, and dance. 



• Egyptian CUSD 5 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10) 

• Meridian CUSD 101 A P(09) I(11, 12, 13)

• Anna CCSD 37 A P(07) I(09, 10, 12) 

• Carbondale ESD 95 A P(06) FL P(14)

• Trico CUSD 176 A P(06) I(09) 

• DeSoto CSD 86 FL P(06) I(07, 09, 10) 

 Sesser-Valier CUSD 196 FL P(11) I(12, 13, 14) •
Ina CCSD 8 A I(12, 13, 14) •

Dodds CCSD 7 A P(09) • • Opdyke-Belle-Rive CCSD 5 A P(07)
Mount Vernon SD 80 FL P(06) •

• Carmi-White County CUSD 5 A P(09)

• Fairfield PSD 112 FL P(07) I(09)
• Farrington CCSD 99 A P(07) I(09, 10, 11)

• Kell CSD 2 A P(11)• Raccoon CSD 1 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10)

• Salem CHSD 600 A P(06) I(07, 09)

Belleville Twp HSD 201 FL P(09) •
• O Fallon CCSD 90 A P(06)

SIU Charter Sch FL P(06) •East St Louis SD 189 FL P(14) •

Edwardsville CUSD 7 FL P(06) •
• Alton CUSD 11 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10) FL P(11)

Marshall CUSD 2C FL P(09) •

• Arcola CUSD 306 FL P(11)

• Riverton CUSD 14 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10)

• Springfield SD 186 A P(07) I(09, 10, 11)
Triopia CUSD 27 A P(07) •

Lincoln CHSD 404 A P(06) •

Hartsburg Emden CUSD 21 A P(11) •

Champaign CUSD 4 FL P(06) A P(14) •
Danville CCSD 118 FL P(07)  •

• Blue Ridge CUSD 18 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10)

• McLean County USD 5 A P(07)

• Peoria SD 150 A P(07) I(09, 11, 12)

• Midwest Central CUSD 191 FL P(06) I(07)Lewistown CUSD 97 A P(06) •

• Bushnell Prairie City CUSD 170 FL I(11, 12, 13) A P(14)

• West Central CUSD 235 A P(06) I(07, 09)

Kankakee SD 111 A P(07) •
Bradley Bourbonnais CHSD 307 A P(09) •

Morris SD 54 FL P(11) •

Kewanee CUSD 229 A P(06) I(07, 09) •

• Moline USD 40 FL P(06) I(07, 09, 10)

Hononegah CHD 207 A P(06) •

Winnebago CUSD 323 A P(07) •
Rockford SD 205 FL P(06) I(07, 09, 10) •

Harlem UD 122 A P(07) I(09, 10) •

Belvidere CUSD 100 A P(07) •

Byron CUSD 226 FL P(11) •
Meridian CUSD 223 FL P(12) •

Kings CSD 144 A P(06) •

Oregon CUSD 220 A I(07, 09) •
Polo CUSD 222 A I(07, 09, 10) •

Sterling CUSD 5 A P(06) •
Central CUSD 301 A P(07) •

• Country Club Hills SD 160 A P(07) I(09, 10, 11)
• Matteson ESD 162 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10) 
 Matteson Elementary SD 159 FL P(14) 
• Park Forest Chicago Heights SD 163 A P(14) 

CUSD 300 (Carpentersville) FL P(06) I(07) •
SD U-46 (Elgin) FL P(09) •

St Charles CUSD 303 A P(07) I(09, 10, 11) FL P(14) •
Aurora West USD 129 FL P(06) I(07, 09, 10) •

CSD 158 (Algonquin) A P(09) I(11, 12, 13) •

Harvard CUSD 50 FL P(07) I(09, 10, 11) A P(12) •
Woodstock CUSD 200 FL P(06) I(07, 09, 10) A I(11, 12, 13) •

Richmond-Burton CHSD 157 FL I(07) •
Prairie Grove CSD 46 FL P(07) •

• Fremont SD 79 A P(11) I(12, 13, 14)
• CHSD 117 (Lake Villa) A I(12, 13, 14)

• Mundelein CHSD 120 FL P(12)
• Barrington CUSD 220 FL P(07) I(09, 10, 11)

• Warren Twp HSD 121 A P(06) I(07)

• Wauconda CUSD 118 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10)

• Lake Forest SD 67 FL P(11) I(12, 13, 14)
• Deerfield SD 109 FL P(06)

• Twp HSD 113 (Highland Park) FL P(07) I(09, 10, 11)
• Schaumburg CCSD 54 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10) FL P(11) I(12, 13, 14)

• CCSD 59 (Arlington Heights) A P(06) I(07, 09, 10)
• Evanston CCSD 65 A P(07)

• Prologue Inc. A P(11)
• City of Chicago SD 299 

A P(06) I(07, 09, 10)
 FL P(06) I(07, 09, 10)

• Bronzeville Lighthouse A P(07)
• Namaste Charter School A P(14)

• Burbank SD 111 A P(06)

• Lincoln-Way CHSD 210 FL P(14)

• Ridgeland SD 122 FL P(06) I(07, 09, 10)
• CHSD 218 (Oak Lawn) A P(07) I(09, 10, 11) FL P(14)
• Cook County SD 130 A P(11) I(12, 13, 14)
• Palos CCSD 118 A P(06) 

Hinsdale CCSD 181 FL P(11) •
J S Morton HSD 201 A P(07) •

Elmhurst SD 205 FL P(09) I(11, 12, 13) A P(14) •
Glen Ellyn SD 41 FL P(11) •

• Bellwood SD 88 A P(06) I(07, 09, 10)
• Oak Park ESD 97 FL P(11)

Arts and Foreign Language Assistance Grants Program 
Planning and implementation grants awarded since program inception in fiscal year 2006
Key: • School district  A: Arts FL: Foreign Language P(FY): Planning (fiscal year)  I(FY, FY, FY): Implementation (fiscal year one, two, three)

AFL by fiscal year (FY)
 General Revenue Grants 

FY06 $2,000,000 39 Planning 

FY07 $4,000,000 24 Planning, 27 Implementation 

FY08  Program unfunded

FY09 $4,000,000 9 Planning, 36 Implementation (Y1: 13, Y2: 23)

FY10 $2,000,000 29 Implementation (Y2: 10, Y3: 19)

FY11 $1,682,000 15 Planning, 12 Implementation (Y1: 5, Y2: 1, Y3: 8)

FY12 $1,000,000 3 Planning, 14 Implementation (Y1: 7, Y2: 5, Y3: 2)

FY13 $500,000 12 Implementation (Y2: 7, Y3: 5)

FY14 $500,000 14 Planning, 7 Implementation (Y3: 7)

Illinois State Board of Education 
&

Illinois Arts Council Agency

• East Richland CUD 1 A P(14)

• Hillsboro CUSD 3 A P(14)

• Scott Co (Winchester) CUSD 1 A P(14)


